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LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES — LAND TAX 

941. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s recent statements about the increase in local government rates, and I quote the Premier — 

The rate increases that householders faced, in my view in a number of cases, were excessive. 

I refer to the Premier’s land tax assessment for Mr and Mrs Henry of Erskine for the 2015–16 financial year. The 
total value of Mr and Mrs Henry’s assessable properties increased by 4.8 per cent in the 12 months from the 
previous financial year, yet their land tax bill went up by 97 per cent. 

(1) In the Premier’s view, is this an excessive increase in land tax? 

(2) How does the Premier expect Mr and Mrs Henry and other Western Australians to recover such 
exorbitant increases in an environment of declining rents and increasing unemployment? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(2) There is no nexus between local government rates and land tax, but I will comment on land tax. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: They’re excessive. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There is no nexus. With respect to the first part of the question, it is true; I think people in 
Western Australia, particularly in metropolitan areas, are paying more in rates than they should for the services 
they are receiving. 

Mr R.H. Cook: Given that they are land taxes. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am getting to that. Typically, in my area, admittedly a prosperous and wealthy part of the 
community, local government rates are probably $2 500 to $3 000 for a typical house. That is well above what 
would be charged in, say, the City of Stirling, a bigger local government area; I do not know what the rates 
are — 

Mr A.J. Simpson: They are about $1 200. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes—so why should people pay over twice the rate in Cottesloe, Claremont and 
Mosman Park compared with the rate in the City of Stirling? 

Dr A.D. Buti: Armadale is about that. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Armadale is another high one. I think that there is a real question there, and I am glad that 
the member for Victoria Park has raised this. I think there is a real question about the level of local government 
rates and the accountability of local government. Indeed, I think there is a serious lack of accountability. Local 
governments just tend to increase their rates; they face no scrutiny. The media rarely — 

Point of Order 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Mr Speaker, I think you would note that I have given the Premier some time. The question 
I asked was about his increases in land tax imposts on Western Australians. Mr Speaker, I ask that you bring the 
Premier back to that. 

The SPEAKER: I understand that you mentioned rates before you mentioned land tax. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: I also mentioned Mr Henry; are we talking about him? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! Premier. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The first part of the question was on local government rates, so I will continue my remarks 
for some time if I may. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: I can understand why you don’t want to talk about land tax. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Victoria Park asked about local government rates; I am answering the 
first part of his question. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will get to the second part of his question. I think there is a serious issue and the 
Minister for Local Government has already flagged publicly that the Auditor General will take a supervisory role 
over local government. Indeed, there have even been suggestions by members of cabinet about a parliamentary 
committee to oversight local government. That is actively under consideration. I think people want their local 
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governments to provide local services; they do not want them to get involved in wider public campaigns or travel 
the world or whatever they might do. Ratepayers are thoroughly sick of that. That is not their jurisdiction; it is 
not their responsibility. I agree with the supposition — 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: Tell us about land tax. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am going to, but I was asked first about local government so I am doing my best to 
answer that question. 
If we move on to land tax, it is true that this government has in the last budget — 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Three budgets. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Does the member for Victoria Park want to listen or not? 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Not really. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is fine with me. 
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